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To the members of the American Bar Association, the
Association of the Bar of the City of New York, the New York
State Bar Association, the International Bar Association, and
the Union Internationale des Avocats, I regret that I cannot be
with you at the dinner honoring the United Nations.
This is a timely event, and not just because the UN has
reached the milestone of 50 years. The work of the United
Nations in preventing conflict, advancing human rights and
democracy, promoting development, and providing humanitarian
assistance, has never been in greater demand. At the same time,
not since the UN's birth has there been as much debate about the
organization's role and the scope of its activities.
The position of the United States is clear. Under the
right circumstances, the United Nations can be an effective
instrument for advancing our interest in a more peaceful and
lawful world. And the United Nations Charter, a document
steeped in the lessons of this century's greatest conflict,
remains an eloquent expression of our commitment to law in
international affairs as well as a framework for deciding when
and how to use force.
Forty-five years ago, the Charter enabled the world to turn
back aggression in Korea. In this decade, it has added strength
and legal force to our efforts to resist Iraqi aggression in the
Persian Gulf, to achieve reconciliation in El Salvador, and to
restore democratic government to Haiti. In these cases, and in
many others, it has enabled us to marshal international support
for important national goals, and to evade the often
unacceptable extremes of acting alone or doing nothing.
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The United States is committed to the reform and
reinvention of the United Nations system. There is no question
that the UN can and must be more effective. Some progress is
being made and we shall press for more. And we shall continue
to resist the advice of those who argue that instead of
improving the UN we should back away from it entirely. That
would be a terrible mistake for the United States and the world.
I want to express my thanks to all of you for the work you
are doing to promote the rule of law at home and abroad, and to
advance the understanding of international law in the United
States and elsewhere.
The rule of international law has been strengthened by the
creation of the UN War Crimes Tribunals for the former
Yugoslavia and Rwanda. These tribunals will help bring justice
to lands where justice is a prerequisite to reconciliation and
peace. The United States has been the strongest international
backer of these new institutions. Their judges and prosecutors
have our full political and financial support.
The involvement of the ABA and other organizations is
particularly important in helping new democracies build
effective and impartial judicial and law enforcement
institutions, and in helping countries emerge from ethnic and
religious strife. I encourage the ABA and similar organizations
to continue their efforts to train jurists and lawyers, to
assist in writing constitutions and other laws, and to help
build impartial criminal and civil systems of justice.
The UN Charter, like our own Constitution, does not by
itself guarantee liberty or peace. It requires a willingness to
adhere to its rules, as well as the skill to interpret its
principles. Those principles must then be enforced. Lawyers
thus play an indispensible role in helping the United Nations
and its Charter fulfill their potential.
We look forward to working with your organizations to
support the future of the United Nations.
Sincerely,
Warren Christopher
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